Medi-Cal Waiver Programs for Children with Special Needs

Families across the state have been reporting difficulty
in accessing information about Medi-Cal "waiver pro-
grams" for which their child may be eligible. They have
also reported difficulty determining which program to
apply for and how to apply. The flowcharts below are

flowchart that was developed by the National Health
Law Program (NHLP) to provide information about
Medi-Cal programs for children with special health
care needs. To access the full document, go to
www.healthconsumer.org/cs041Medi-CalFlowChart.pdf.

adapted from the Medi-Cal Flowchart B, part of a larger

Children with special
needs are eligible
for the same types
of Medi-Cal as chil-
dren without special
needs, including
EPSDT services. How-
ever, children with
special needs may
be eligible for the

programs in this
panel or for the
waiver services on

the next panel of this
chart as well.

The waiver pro-
grams on this panel
are available for

children who would
otherwise need some
type of nursing or
institutional  care.
Eligible children can
receive certain
Medi-Cal services in
order to be able to
live at home or in the
community.
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(A child with a disability or special needs)

The child is receiving SSI benefits.
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The child was receiving SSI benefits, but lost those
benefits due to Social Security deciding the child is
no longer disabled or due to a change in the
definition of disability for children
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The child is not receiving SSI, but would be eligible
for SSI benefits, except that S5I counts income
(usually income deemed from an adult) that Medi-
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Cal may not count.
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The child is in foster care, adoption assistance, or a
dependent of the county court OR the child left
foster care on his/her 18% birthday.

*YES—*

The child is physically disabled and needs:

* Acute hospital care for at least 90 days; OR

+ Sub-acute hospital care for at least 180 days; OR

* Nursing facility level A or B care for at least 365 days;
AND

qualifies for Medi-Cal either under the normal income

and resource counting rules or would gualify for Medi-

(Cal if the parents’ income and resources were not counted

(called “mstitutional deeming”™).
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The child 1s categorically eligible for full-scope
Medi-Cal.

.
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The child 15 categorically eligible for full-scope
Medi-Cal.
While the denial of a continuing disability 15 on
appeal, the child remams eligible for full-scope
Medi-Cal through the Appeals Council stage of
the appeal.
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The child is eligible for full-scope Medi-Cal.
Check the fact sheet for the under the Aged, Blind,
or Dusabled (4BD) Medically Needy program.

The child may be eligible for Medi-Cal with no
share of cost under the Medi-Cal Program for
Aged and Disabled Persons.
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( The child is categorically eligible for full-scope
Medi-Cal. Look at the fact sheets: Health Care
Rights of Children in Foster Care and Medi-Cal for
Children Turning 18 while in Foster Care..
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The child may be eligible for one of three Medi-
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The child is developmentally disabled, needs care in an
intermediate care facility for people with develepmental
disabilities, and would qualify for Medi-Cal only if the

parents’ income and resources were not counted (called

“institutional deeming™).
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|

The child has AIDS or HIV-related disease and reguires
nursing facility level care.

I + YES— &

" YES— "

* Cal waiver programs: In-Home Medical Care
(IHMC), Nursing Facility Sub-Acute (N/F Sub
Acute) or Nursing Facility Levels A and B (N/F
A/B) Waiver Services. Call Medi-Cal In-Home
Operations at (916) 552-9105 (N. Calif ) or
(213) 897-6774 (5. Calf) for more information.

The child may be eligible for Developmental
Disability (DD) Waiver Services. Contact the
Regional Center in your area for information. A
list of regional centers and the geographical areas
they each cover is available at:

http:/www dds.cahwnet sov/re/relist.cfin

P
The child may be eligible for AIDS Warver
Services. To apply. contact the Office of AIDS
at: (916) 449-5900.
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— Adapted from Medi-Cal Flowchart B (National Health Law Program, August 2005)
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